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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Becker et al, 
hereinafter Becker, US 6,904,161. 

With respect to claims 1 and 5 Becker discloses an image display apparatus and 
associated with it method for displaying a plurality of images on a display means, wherein based 
on at least one display protocol sequence that defines an execution order of a plurality of display 
protocols for the plurality of images (workflow template for running a series of images; col. 7, 
lines 52-64)), in which a plurality of display protocols that define a display layout of the plurality 
of images (col. 7, lines 30-42) are lined up in a predetermined order (col. 8, lines 58-67; i.e. the 
predetermined order is programmed by an operator, saved as a template, but can be changed at 
operator's will), the display layout of the plurality of images is switched by switching the display 
protocols and the plurality of images are displayed on the display means (col. 7, lines 25-30) 
using the switched display protocol. 

While Becker does not explicitly disclose that the plurality of display protocols (images 
with various layouts) are switched in a predetermined order by the display protocol sequence, but 
Becker does discloses, however, creating images of various layouts (col. 7, lines 29-33 and lines 
52-54) and displaying them in series (display protocol sequences; col. 7, lines 37-38). Therefore 
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it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time when the invention was 
made that displaying a series of images in Becker, wherein the images are assigned various 
layouts would constitute running a display protocol sequence of predetermined display protocols 
(images that has been layout in a certain way). 

As pertaining to claims 2 and 3, Becker further discloses that multiple templates can 
created by an operator, each defining various activities, displaying a series of images including 
(col. 4, lines 7-16 and col. 7, lines 37-42 and lines 60-64), whereby the templates can be selected 
by an operator to run different protocol sequences, which those templates represent (col. 4, lines 
61-65); i.e. the desired display protocol sequence can be selected, and based on the selected 
display protocol sequence, the plurality of images are displayed on the display means, or that the 
plurality of display protocol sequences can be switched, and based on the display protocol 
sequence switched to, the pluraUty of images are displayed on the display means. c, 

As pertaining to claim 4, the display protocol sequences method (templates) disclosed by 
Becker are created based on the predetermined conditions, and based on the created display 
protocol sequence, the plurality of images are displayed on the display means (col. 4, 11. 53-65). 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, Becker discloses a memory means, control means and 
input means (col. 3, lines 14-24) for implementing activities above, such as receiving selection 
of the desired display protocol sequence, for cases in which multiple display protocol sequences 
are remembered in the memory means, wherein based on the selected display protocol sequence 
in the input means, the control means displays on the display means the plurality of images. 
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As pertaining to claim 7, the control means are capable to switch the multiple display 
protocol sequences, and based on the switched to display protocol sequence, the plurality of 
images is displayed on the display means. 

As pertaining to claim 8, an image display apparatus as disclosed by Becker above is 
based on the predetermined conditions, the control means creates the display protocol sequences, 
and based on the created display protocol sequence, the plurality of images are displayed on the 
display means. 

As pertaining to claim 9, Becker disclose a computer-accessible storage medium on 
which a program that causes a computer to execute the image display method in which a 
plurality of images are displayed on the display means, wherein; the program contains a display 
procedure for, based on at least one display protocol sequence, in which a plurality of display 
protocols that define a display layout are lined up in a predetermined order, switching the display 
layout by switching the display protocols and displaying on the display means the plurality of 
images (coL 3, 11. 8-24; see also relevant discussion in regards to claim 1). 

Claims 10-12 have limitations similar to those of the preceding claims 2-4 and 6-8 and 
therefore are rejected on same groimds. 

As per claims 13-15, Becker discloses the protocol sequence (series of images) can 
include images having 2 or more layouts, each of different spatial order (col. 7, 11. 30-33), and it 
is understood that the protocol sequence is temporally distributed (compare to "slideshow of a 
series of images" - col. 7, 11. 37-38). 

As pertaining to claims 16-18 protocol sequence includes at least two of the plurality of 
display protocols to be arranged in a predetermined temporal order and wherein the display 
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protocol sequence can be switched to a different display protocol sequence prior to reaching a 

last display protocol of the display protocol sequence (col.8, 11. 6-67). 

As pertaining to claims 19-21, the display protocols (workflow templates) are executed 

automatically. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Stockham et al., US 6,081,267, discloses various display protocols, which can be 
displayed sequentially. 

Hilton et aL, (reference of record), US 5,452,416, discloses an automated system for 
presenting medical images including all elements of the invention without explicit teaching of a 
selection of protocol sequences. 

Bodicker et al., US 7,050,611, discloses pre-programming of a sequence of images to be 
reviewd in medical cases. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Eisen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7687. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Alexander Eisen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 



28 October 2006 



